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Halmos College of Arts and Sciences and the Guy 
Harvey Oceanographic Research Center 

The Halmos College of Arts and Sciences and the Guy Harvey Oceanographic Research Center (HCAS) 
includes the following departments and programs: 

• Department of Biological Sciences 
• Department of Chemistry, Engineering, and Physics 
• Department of Communication, Media, and the Arts 
• Department of Humanities and Politics 
• Department of Marine and Environmental Sciences 
• Department of Mathematics 

• Doctoral Program in Conflict Analysis and Resolution 
• Farquhar Honors Program 
• HCAS includes multiple centers and institutes, including: 
• The Guy Harvey Research Institute (GHRI) 
• Save Our Seas Shark Research Centre 
• The Center for Applied Humanities 
• The Marine Environmental Education Center (MEEC) 

• The National Coral Reef Institute (NCRI) 
• The Deep-Pelagic Nekton Dynamics of the Gulf of Mexico (DEEPEND) Consortium 
• The Study of Environmental Conservation through Leading-Edge Research (SECLER) 

To learn more about HCAS, please visit hcas.nova.edu. 

HCAS Campus Locations 
Halmos College operates on two campuses in the Fort Lauderdale area, as well as online for certain 
programs: 

• Main Campus in Fort Lauderdale/Davie 

• Oceanographic Campus 

HCAS is housed in three locations on the Fort Lauderdale/Davie campus. The Department of Biological 
Sciences and the Department of Chemistry, Engineering, and Physics, and the Department of Mathematics 
are housed in the Parker Building. Graduate students conduct research in this building and research 
laboratories housed at the Oceanographic Campus. The Mailman-Hollywood Building houses the 
Department of Conflict Resolution Studies, the Department of Humanities and Politics, and the Department 
of Communication, Media, and the Arts. The Don Taft University Center houses the Performing and Visual 
Arts Wing, which has two theatres and an art gallery, art and dance studios, orchestra and choral rooms, and 
scene and costume shops, as well as Mako Media Network’s newsroom, radio station, and tv studio, all a 
part of the Department of Communication, Media, and the Arts. 

Fort Lauderdale/Davie Campus 
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3300 South University Drive 
Fort Lauderdale, Florida 33328-2004 
Phone: 800-541-NOVA (6682) 
Email: nsuinfo@nova.edu 

The Oceanographic Campus (OC) is only 12 miles from the Fort Lauderdale/Davie Campus. It is nestled at the 
end of Von D. Mizell and Eula Johnson State Park, directly on the entrance channel of Port Everglades and 
within one hundred meters of the Atlantic Ocean. The Department of Marine and Environmental Sciences is 
housed on this campus.  

Oceanographic Campus 

8000 North Ocean Drive 
Dania Beach, FL 33004-3078 

HCAS Research Activities 
Since its founding, the university has had a long history of conducting high-quality research on various topics 
and in many disciplines. Today, the Halmos College of Arts and Sciences faculty, researchers, staff, and 
students pursue studies and investigations in multiple natural scientific fields, including the arts, humanities, 
and social sciences. Research remains at the forefront of HCAS’ many initiatives. Specific research topics and 
past publications for all Halmos College of Arts and Sciences can be found at the following link: 
nsuworks.nova.edu/hcas 

Institutional Review Board 

The Institutional Review Board (IRB) at Nova Southeastern University is a unit under the direction of the 
Division of Research and Economic Development and leads the university's human subject protection 
program. 

1. For student research related to a thesis/dissertation, students must receive official approval of their 
thesis/dissertation proposal prior to beginning the IRB process. 

2. For student research unrelated to a thesis/dissertation, students must receive approval of their 
research proposal from their academic/faculty advisor prior to beginning the IRB process. 

The IRB reviews research submissions from the NSU research community to ensure they adhere to basic 
ethical principles underlying the acceptable conduct of research involving human subjects. 

HCAS Partnerships 
HCAS is home to several programs and institutions that partner with NSU or as part of the university to serve 
students and the wider South Florida community.  

Broward County Sea Turtle Conservation Program 

NSU Halmos College of Arts and Sciences operates the Broward County Sea Turtle Conservation Program in 
partnership with the Broward County government. The program provides for conserving endangered and 
threatened sea turtle species within Broward County. To learn more about this program, visit the website at 
nova.edu/seaturtles 

Center for Applied Humanities 

mailto:nsuinfo@nova.edu
https://nsuworks.nova.edu/hcas
https://nova.edu/seaturtles
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The Center for Applied Humanities is dedicated to highlighting the significant role the humanities play in 
related fields in the social sciences. The Center aims to demonstrate the relevance of the humanities as a 
complement to the core STEM fields (science, technology, engineering, and math) to encourage students 
and scholars in those disciplines to explore these connections. To learn more about the Center, visit the 
website at hcas.nova.edu/humanities 

Guy Harvey Research Institute 

The NSU Guy Harvey Research Institute (GHRI) is a scientific organization based at the Oceanographic 
Campus. The GHRI conducts high-quality, solution-oriented, basic, and applied scientific research for 
effective conservation, biodiversity maintenance, restoration, and understanding of the world’s wild fishes. 
To learn more about the institute, visit the website at nova.edu/guy-harvey-oceanographic-center 

Marine Environmental Education Center (MEEC) 

Located at the Carpenter House in Dania Beach, the Marine Environmental Education Center (MEEC) is 
managed by the Halmos College of Arts and Sciences on behalf of Broward County. The Center offers 
programs and exhibits to expand education and outreach about sea turtles and other valuable marine 
resources. To learn more about MEEC, visit the website at nsuocean.nova.edu/institutes/marine-
environmental-education-center 

National Coral Reef Institute 

The National Coral Reef Institute (NCRI) was established by Congressional mandate in 1998. The Institute’s 
primary objective is to assess, monitor, and restore coral reefs through basic and applied research, training, 
and education. NCRI operates at Nova Southeastern University’s Oceanographic Campus in Hollywood, FL. 
To learn more, visit nsuocean.nova.edu/institutes/coral-reef-institute.html 

HCAS Faculty and Staff  
For current information about HCAS faculty and staff, including their background, courses, and research 
interests, please visit the HCAS website at hcas.nova.edu/people 

HCAS Programs and Majors 
For a listing of all current HCAS programs and majors, please visit the main college website at hcas.nova.edu 
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COLLEGE POLICIES AND PROCEDURES: ACADEMIC GOVERNANCE 

Students in the Halmos College of Arts and Sciences and the Guy Harvey Oceanographic Research Center 
(HCAS) are expected to adhere to Code of Conduct and Academic Responsibility as outlined in the NSU 
Student Handbook (nova.edu/student-handbook/). 

Professional Attributes 
All members of the HCAS community (including students, faculty and staff) are expected to demonstrate the 
following professional attributes. 

Core Performance Standards/Essential Functions 

All students in the HCAS graduate programs are required to meet the core performance standards or 
essential functions of their academic program to ensure they can successfully perform the fundamental skills 
and responsibilities necessary for academic progression and professional competence, with or without 
reasonable accommodations. In adopting the standards listed below, the administrators of the university 
and of the HCAS graduate degree programs believe they must keep in mind the efficacy and safety of the 
learning environment while maintaining professional standards during their time at the NSU. Specifically, the 
standards reflect what the university and the HCAS graduate programs administration believe are 
reasonable expectations required of future professionals in performing common functions. Honor and 
integrity are essential and depend on the exemplary behavior of the individuals in their relations with 
classmates, Instructors, and colleagues. This includes accountability to oneself and to relationships with 
fellow students, future colleagues, and Instructors who contribute to the student’s training and growth, as 
well as members of the general public. This applies to personal conduct that reflects on a student’s honesty 
and integrity in both academic and nonacademic settings, whether it involves an NSU-sponsored activity or 
not. All students must have the capacity to manage their lives and anticipate their own needs. Upon 
accepting admission to the HCAS and its graduate degree programs, each student subscribes to and pledges 
complete observance to NSU’s Student Code of Conduct Policies and their ability to meet all standards 
detailed below, with or without reasonable accommodation. A violation of these standards is an abuse of 
the trust placed in every student and could lead to suspension or dismissal. (Please refer to the section 
below entitled Performance Standards Committee Policy and Procedures.) 

Critical Thinking 

• critical thinking ability for effective reasoning and judgment 

• read and interpret data from paper and/or electronic systems 
• analyze data 
• draw conclusions from data 
• interpret regulatory and accreditation standards 

Interpersonal Skills 

• interpersonal abilities sufficient to develop and effectively use collaborative relationships with 
professionals, coworkers, and others to facilitate the accomplishment of goals 

• establish rapport with colleagues and potential clients in domain of study and professional 
work practice 

• work effectively in small groups as team members and as a team leader 
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• build trust by being reliable and dependable 

Communication Skills 

• communication abilities sufficient for interaction with others in verbal, nonverbal, and written 
form 

• speak English in such a manner as to be understood by the general public 
• communicate over the phone, through email, and via other electronic means with internal and 

external entities 
• deliver presentations using PowerPoint or other media 
• write letters using appropriate business format 
• communicate with both professional and scholarly audiences in writing 

Accountability and Responsibility 

• judgment and self-awareness abilities sufficient for graduate learner achievement 
• be able to distinguish right from wrong, legal from illegal, and act accordingly 
• be able to comprehend ethical standards and agree to abide by them  

• consider the needs of others in deference to one’s own needs 
• accept responsibility for own actions 

Performance Standards Committee Policy and Procedures 

A student who is alleged to have violated the Halmos College Core Performance Standards for graduate 
students or academic standards detailed above may be referred to the Director of Academic Support and 
Administration and potentially to the college Performance Standards Committee. The process through which 
students are held accountable to college and university policies and procedures is intended to promote a 
better understanding of the university community and acceptable behavior for students who are a part of 
that community. With that in mind, it should be noted that the following processes occur only between the 
college and each individual student involved in an investigation into possible violations. Parents, friends, 
significant others, and/or attorneys are not permitted to participate in, or observe, the disciplinary process. S 
During this process: 

• Students are not required to share their version of the incident in question but must 
understand that their nonparticipation will not preclude the committee from making a 
decision on charges or responsibility. 

• Students may provide any information, documentation, or evidence to the committee for 
consideration before the meeting, at the meeting, and up to 48 hours after the conclusion of 
the proceeding. 

Notification 

Allegations of violations by Halmos College graduate students of the Core Performance Standards or 
academic standards detailed above will be referred to the Director of Academic Support and Administration, 
who has the discretion to refer the matter to the Performance Standards Committee. If the matter is 
referred to the Performance Standards Committee, the Director of Academic Support and Administration 
will notify the student of the alleged violation via their NSU email. Notices of alleged violations will include 

• the university conduct/academic responsibility standard(s) alleged to have been violated and 
sufficient details of the complaint for the basis of the allegation to be understood 
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• a statement of the respondent student’s rights 
• a statement that within three business days of receipt of the notice, the student must contact 

the Director of Academic Support and Administration to schedule a meeting with the 
Performance Standards Committee 

• an invitation to provide any relevant information, evidence, or witnesses in relation to the 
alleged conduct 

Performance Standards Committee Meeting Procedures 

The conference is for the purpose of discussing the alleged violation(s) of the Core Performance Standards or 
academic standards.  

At the beginning of the conversation, the committee will review with the accused student their rights in the 
process as aforementioned, as well as the alleged violations. 

The student will have the opportunity to provide a response to the allegations (responsible or not 
responsible). If the student accepts responsibility, the only determination the committee makes is regarding 
the sanctions to be imposed. If the student responds with “not responsible,” the student will be provided 
the opportunity to provide evidence, witnesses, or information for the review of the committee. 

Any witnesses requested shall be present only during the offerings of their information. Witnesses must be 
able to provide firsthand, relevant information regarding the case, character witnesses are not permitted. 
The student is responsible for arranging the appearance of their own witnesses.  

If the student fails to schedule—or appear for—a scheduled conference, the committee may make a 
determination based on the information available. By failing to schedule or appear for a scheduled 
conference, students waive their right to appeal the decision.  

If the student is found responsible, the committee may impose sanctions. This decision shall be 
communicated, in writing, to the student via NSU email.  

Sanctions 

If the student is found in violation of the Core Performance Standards or academic standards, the committee 
will decide on the sanction to be imposed. One or more of the following sanctions may be imposed for 
violations: 

Disciplinary Warning—A disciplinary sanction serving notice to a student that the student’s behavior has not 
met university standards. This sanction remains in effect for a designated number of semesters of 
attendance. 

Disciplinary Probation—A disciplinary sanction serving notice to a student that the student’s behavior is in 
serious violation of university standards. A time period is indicated, during which another violation will 
automatically raise the question of a more severe sanction (suspension or expulsion), if the student is found 
in violation. 

Disciplinary Suspension—A disciplinary sanction serving notice to a student that the student’s behavior is in 
serious violation of university standards. A time period is indicated, during which the student may not enroll 
in classes. Readmission is subject to approval of the university. During the period of suspension, the student 
is barred from campus-visiting privileges 

Disciplinary Expulsion— A permanent dismissal from the university with no right for future readmission 
under any circumstances. A student who has been expelled is barred from campus-visiting privileges. 
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Appeal Process 

An appeal of disciplinary action taken must be in writing and addressed to the Office of the Dean within five 
business days of the receipt of the written disposition of the conference. When appealing a judicial decision, 
the appeal must fall into one of the following categories: 

• The student has new, relevant evidence that was not available during the investigation or 
adjudication that would substantially alter the outcome of the case. 

• Information that the applicable university procedures were not followed and the deviance 
would substantially alter the outcome. 

• The sanction(s) do not relate appropriately to the violation. 

Appeals shall be heard by the Dean. A written decision will be provided by the Dean or Dean’s designee 
within 30 calendar days of receipt of the appeal request. The decision of the Dean will be final. 

Disciplinary Notations on Academic Transcripts 

The academic transcript is a complete representation of a student’s academic record, which may include 
information regarding a student’s behavior, decisions, misconduct, and/or academic performance. When a 
student has received a sanction of suspension or expulsion, this is noted on the transcript. Students who are 
permitted to withdraw from NSU with pending disciplinary allegations may also see a notation on the 
transcript documenting same. 

Grading System and Academic Standing 
The following grading system exists across all master’s and doctoral degrees at HCAS: 

Grade Quality Points 
A 4.00 
A- 3.75 
B+ 3.50 
B 3.00 
B- 2.75 
C+ 2.50 
C 2.00 
C- 1.75 
D 0.00 
F 0.00 
NP 0.00 
P 0.00 
PR 0.00 
TR 0.00 

With the exceptions listed below, all degree-related courses use the letter grading system. All programs may 
use the following grades: P (Pass), I (Incomplete), W (Withdrawn), AU (Audit), NP (No Progress), and TR 
(Transfer) when appropriate. The grade of PR (Progress) may be used for programs to demonstrate progress 
toward completing a required thesis or dissertation. 

Grade Point Average and Quality Points 
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A student’s academic standing for a specific term is indicated by the grade point average (GPA). The GPA is 
calculated based on earned credits and letter grades (including Fs, for which students receive 0 credits). The 
GPA does not include classes from which the student has successfully withdrawn or received an Incomplete. 
Overall academic standing is indicated by the cumulative GPA (CGPA). 

• GPA calculations include NSU coursework only, based on the following formulas and 
definitions. 

• Quality points = A letter grade’s numerical GPA value MULTIPLIED BY the number of credits 
assigned to the course 

• GPA hours = Earned credits, including Fs, excluding withdrawals and audits, and completed 
pass/fail courses 

• Current semester or term GPA = The total number of quality points for the semester or term 
DIVIDED BY the total GPA hours for the semester or term 

• Cumulative GPA (CGPA) = Total quality points DIVIDED BY total GPA hours 

Grade Reports 

Student grades are disseminated online via SharkLink at sharklinkportal.nova.edu  

Incomplete 

A grade of Incomplete (I) may be issued at the discretion of a faculty member in rare cases because of 
unusual and exceptional circumstances. Students are only eligible for an Incomplete if: 

3. 50% of the coursework has been completed with a C or above average, and 

4. The remaining coursework can be completed in a timeframe agreed upon by the faculty member and 
the student, not exceeding one term (a maximum of 16 weeks) beyond the final date of the course. 

It is the student’s responsibility to consult the instructor regarding an Incomplete request. Based on the 
unusual and exceptional circumstances surrounding the Incomplete request, documentation may be 
required to be submitted. Please refer to the Incomplete Grade Agreement Form/Contract for more 
information.  The student,  the instructor, and department chair must sign the Incomplete Grade Agreement 
Form/Contract, stipulating the work to be completed, the deadline by which the work will be completed, 
and the grade that the student will earn if the work is not completed by the deadline, before the end of the 
course and agree upon such conditions via email. 

If the student does not complete the coursework within the agreed-upon period, the Incomplete grade will 
be changed to the grade earned based on the work accepted by the instructor to date as stipulated in the 
contract or agreement; the student can only gain points for assignments completed that were included in 
the incomplete agreement. 

The time limit for changing the incomplete grade to the final grade may not exceed one semester/term or 
graduation, whichever comes first. After the time for a change of grade has expired, the incomplete grade 
may be changed to an F grade by the Registrar’s Office. 

Academic Standing 
Academic Standing is separate from the standards for Satisfactory Academic Progress (SAP) for financial aid 
purposes. For detailed information about maintaining SAP for financial aid eligibility, visit nova.edu/sap. 

NSU is committed to accurately tracking and recording a student’s permanent academic record. Academic 
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transcripts document the student’s academic record for coursework taken at NSU for the student and 
various agencies (e.g., employers, other academic institutions, etc.). The academic transcript reflects the 
record of courses in progress and attempted, completed and final grades received, degree sought or earned 
(with award and academic completion dates), disciplinary actions resulting in a student’s suspension or 
expulsion from the institution, and other information deemed relevant by NSU. Additionally, the student’s 
academic standing is reflected on an academic transcript to provide a more complete depiction of the 
student’s academic history. The following designations provide for a student’s status as it relates to end-of-
term academic standing within the university: 

Academic Standing 

A student is in good academic standing unless they are not making sufficient progress toward degree 
completion and/or are placed on academic probation, academic suspension, or academic dismissal. Students 
shall be deemed in good academic standing unless they have a cumulative GPA of less than 3.0, which is 
required for graduation. Students in the Ph.D. programs shall be deemed in good academic standing unless 
they have a cumulative GPA of less than 3.5. 

Academic Probation 

Students failing to maintain a cumulative 3.0 GPA for a master’s program or 3.5 for a Ph.D. program will be 
placed on academic probation for two terms. During the probationary period, students must raise their 
cumulative GPA to at least a 3.0 for a master’s and at least a 3.5 for a Ph.D. in two successive terms. Students 
will not be permitted to take a term off between terms of academic probation. 

Academic Dismissal 

Students who do not raise their GPA to at least a 3.0 for the master’s  (3.5 for a Ph.D.) will be dismissed from 
their program. Students who fail to complete any courses in three terms will be dismissed from their 
program.  

Petition for Permission to Enroll after Academic Dismissal  

A student may petition for reinstatement in the program following dismissal after 12 months. The petition 
should explain why their academic potential has changed and the re-admission should be considered.  

Readmission is solely at the discretion of the student’s college or academic program and may include specific 
conditions, including the repeat of courses or the entirety of the academic program, when deemed 
appropriate by the college/academic program. 

Reinstatement is not guaranteed and is only possible if it is probable that the student can raise their 
cumulative GPA to at least a 3.0 (3.5 for a Ph.D.) in two terms. During the readmission process, the student 
will be on probation. 

Students approved to re-enroll after academic dismissal must register for classes the following semester. 
These students return on academic probation. 

Course Delivery 
Students should review the following course delivery options with their academic advisors in the department 
program office based on courses required in their majors and their registration choices. 

Face-to-Face 
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Face-to-face classes are scheduled at a variety of times and locations. Face-to-face classes may include 
online and regular classroom instruction, although most instructions will occur on campus or in on-site 
classrooms. Some assignments may be administered through internet-based websites associated with class 
textbooks or the university’s online course management system. Instructors will explain specific 
requirements for participation in online components. 

Online 

Students participating in online classes are supported through various technologies and teaching methods: 
email, bulletin boards, chat rooms, electronic journals, synchronous conferencing tools, content-sharing 
tools, video lectures, and other digital and web-based tools and resources. Each student must obtain an NSU 
account to access email, course materials, and library resources. Students may be required to participate in 
an online orientation before the start of each class. Some online classes are entirely asynchronous, while 
others may combine synchronous (online conferencing) and asynchronous elements. 

Hybrid 

Some courses combine online activities with portions conducted face-to-face on campus. Please consult the 
course syllabi for more detailed information. 

General Admission Information 
Complete instructions for applying to all HCAS graduate programs (listed at the site above) are detailed in 
our application packet on the HCAS Graduate Admissions page: hcas.nova.edu/admissions 

Admissions Offer Disclaimer 

Please note that NSU reserves the right to rescind or place conditions upon admissions offers should 
information become available that calls into question a prospective student’s academic performance or 
character, including that which reflects a violation of NSU’s Student Conduct Policy. Information about the 
Office of Student Conduct can be found at the following link: nova.edu/student-conduct 

Orientation Information 

Students will be provided by the program office with important orientation information upon acceptance 
into the program. Self-paced Canvas module with key orientation information is also available online inside 
the HCAS Graduate Student Hub.  

Attendance and Absence 
Students are expected to attend class regularly, from beginning to end. Students who miss a class must 
inform the instructor before the class meeting. Please refer to the University policy at 
https://www.nova.edu/registrar/services/registration.html about Roster Reconciliation policy.  

Students are responsible for the academic consequences resulting from class absences. Course instructors 
should be notified in advance of any anticipated absence. Students who miss class because of an illness or 
other emergency should contact the instructor as soon as possible to arrange for make-up work. Missed 
assignments/tests can be made up solely at the discretion of the course faculty. 

Students should refer to NSU Student Handbook for additional information on excuse absences including, 
but not limited to absence due to religious observations. 

https://hcas.nova.edu/admissions
https://www.nova.edu/student-conduct/index.html
https://www.nova.edu/registrar/services/registration.html
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Students should review the course syllabus and Canvas course for course-specific policies related to 
attendance. 

Full-Time Status Requirements 
Ph.D. Full-Time Status Requirements 

Ph.D. in Composition, Rhetoric, and Digital Media 
• Minimum of three (3) credits per semester 

Ph.D. in Conflict Analysis and Resolution 
• Six (6) credits per semester 
• One (1) credit per semester for students who are enrolled in the doctoral seminar (CARD 7901) 

only or the dissertation course (CARD 7900) only 

Ph.D. in Oceanography/Marine Biology 
• One doctoral level class or enrollment in dissertation/thesis or qualifying exam 

Master’s Full-Time Status Requirements 

• Six credit hours minimum (3 credit hours minimum during capstone/thesis, culminating 
project, or qualifying exams) 

Leave of Absence 
A leave of absence (LOA) is a university-approved temporary period of time during which the student is not 
in attendance but is not considered withdrawn from the university. Students who experience certain 
circumstances that prevent them from maintaining an active status through continuous enrollment must 
consult with their academic advisor, program office, or the Office of the Dean of Students representative to 
determine whether their circumstances warrant an LOA request and to discuss the impacts of an approved 
LOA on their degree/program completion, academic standing, course grades, and conditions for return. 
Financial aid recipients who wish to request an LOA must also consult with a financial aid counselor to learn 
about impacts on their financial aid eligibility. Failure to qualify for—or timely return from—an LOA may 
have a significant impact on a student’s ability to procure future financial aid and may result in the student 
being placed into a loan repayment status with the student’s lender pursuant to applicable federal 
regulations. An LOA request must be submitted at least 14 days prior to the beginning of the semester/term 
for the leave. Leaves requested after the semester/term has begun will be considered for approval only in a 
documented extreme circumstance, as determined by the university as its sole discretion. An approved LOA 
may be granted for up to 180 days within a 12-month period. For more details, including the Leave of 
Absence Request Form, visit the Office of the University Registrar’s website at 
nova.edu/registrar/policies/leave-of-absence-policy.html  

Administrative Break in Enrollment 

An administrative break in enrollment is a temporary, institution-initiated pause in enrollment granted 
exclusively to graduate and professional students enrolled in lockstep, cohort-based programs. This category 
of leave allows students to separate from their program, without formally withdrawing from the university, 
in cases where continuity of the program is impacted by exceptional personal or academic challenges, as 
determined by the university as its sole discretion. Financial aid recipients who wish to request an 
administrative break in enrollment are advised to consult with a financial aid counselor to learn about 

https://www.nova.edu/registrar/policies/leave-of-absence-policy.html
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impacts on their financial aid eligibility. 

Undergraduate students are not eligible for administrative breaks in enrollment, except for specific lockstep, 
cohort-based professional programs. 

Academic Inactivity 
Students are required to make consistent progress toward completion of required courses for award of a 
degree or certificate . Any student who does not maintain enrollment in at least one course for three 
consecutive semesters/four terms will be considered inactive and withdrawn from the university, and all 
student privileges will cease, except for students on an approved leave of absence. As inactivity may affect 
financial aid, students who received aid are advised to consult with a financial aid counselor to learn more 
about the impacts of inactivity on financial aid eligibility.   

Graduation Requirements 
Conferrals for the Ph.D. degree require a minimum GPA of 3.50; master’s degrees require a minimum GPA of 
3.0.  

Ph.D. Minimum Graduation Requirements 

The following items must be completed to achieve the Ph.D. degree: 

• Pass all course work with a cumulative GPA of 3.5 or higher 
• Student MUST remain registered in the program until all requirements for conferral have been 

fulfilled  
• No grade lower than a “C” is permitted 
• Successfully defend dissertation 
• Submit the final dissertation to NSUWorks and ProQuest 
• Complete all requirements above within the stated time limit of the program 

Ph.D. Degree in Composition, Rhetoric, and Digital Media 

• Ph.D.: Earn a minimum of 57 credits 
• M.A. + Ph.D.: Earn a minimum of 69 credits 

Ph.D. Degree in Conflict Analysis and Resolution 

• Earn a minimum of 69 credit hours 

Ph.D. in Oceanography/Marine Biology 

• A minimum of 75 credits beyond the baccalaureate. At least 42 credits must consist of upper-
level course work. At least 24 credits must consist of dissertation research. 

• Successfully defend the dissertation proposal in an oral presentation to faculty 
• Successfully complete a qualifying examination with the candidate’s committee 
• Successfully complete comprehensive examinations upon completion of formal coursework 

Master’s Minimum Graduation Requirements 
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The following items must be completed to achieve the master’s degree at HCAS. 

• Pass all course work with a cumulative GPA of 3.00 or higher 
• Complete all requirements above within the stated time limit of the program 
• No grade lower than a “C-” is permitted; only one “C” grade (C+, C, C-) is permitted 

M.A. in Composition, Rhetoric, and Digital Media  

• Earn 30 credits in required and elective courses, including optional thesis or internship 
• Successfully complete thesis, portfolio, or exam requirements 

M.P.S. in Environmental Sciences 

• A minimum of 30 credits beyond the baccalaureate 

M.S. in Marine Science 

• A minimum of 36 credits beyond the baccalaureate 
• Successful completion of a pass/fail test on their program learning outcomes 
• Successfully defend the capstone/thesis to the committee and other Instructors 
• Submit the final capstone/thesis copy to NSUWorks 

M.S. in Biological Sciences (Capstone/Thesis Option)  

• A minimum of 30 credits beyond the baccalaureate 
• Successfully defend the capstone/thesis to the committee and other Instructors 

• Submit the final capstone/thesis copy to NSUWorks 

M.S. in Biological Sciences (Bioinformatics Concentration)  

• A minimum of 30 credits beyond the baccalaureate 

M.S. in Biological Sciences (Health Studies Concentration) 

• A minimum of 30 credits beyond the baccalaureate 

• Successfully pass a comprehensive examination 

M.S. in Medicinal Chemistry  

• A minimum of 35 credits beyond the baccalaureate 

• Successfully defend the capstone/thesis to the committee and other Instructors 
• Submit the final capstone/thesis copy to NSUWorks 

M.S. in National Security Affairs and International Relations  

• Earn 36 credits in core courses and electives, including optional thesis 
• Pass the comprehensive exam or complete the thesis option 

Program Time Limits (Program Length) 
The maximum time limit for completing the Master’s programs is five years. Master’s students must finish 
their program within five years from the date of first enrollment. If needed, Master’s students may petition 
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the program office in writing for a one-year extension, which may be granted only once and only under 
extenuating circumstances. 

The maximum time limit for completing the Ph.D. programs is seven years. Ph.D. students must finish their 
program within seven years from the date of first enrollment. If needed, Ph.D. students may petition the 
program office in writing for a one-year extension, which may be granted only once and only under 
extenuating circumstances. 
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TUITION, FEES, AND ACADEMIC CALENDAR 

Tuition and Fees  
Cost of Attendance 

The Cost of Attendance (COA) estimates the cost of attending NSU for the academic year. It is based on 
several factors: tuition and fees, food and housing, course materials, supplies and equipment, 
transportation, and personal expenses. 

For the 2026-2027 COA for graduate degrees, please refer to the following web page: 
hcas.nova.edu/admissions/tuition-fees.html. 

Military Discount: A 20% tuition discount is awarded upon verification to veterans, active military personnel, 
and the immediate family of active military personnel or veterans. 

Explanation of Tuition Rates 

Tuition and fee charges are automatically calculated when students register for classes, and students are 
expected to pay in full at the time of registration through SharkLink or their NSU eBill account. Detailed 
payment instructions and additional information on payment options are available on the Bursar’s website 
at nova.edu/bursar 

Academic Year Calendars  
The academic calendar and other current-year resources are at the following link hcas.nova.edu/current-
students 

 
  

https://nova.edu/bursar
https://hcas.nova.edu/current-students
https://hcas.nova.edu/current-students
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ACADEMIC DEPARTMENTS AND DEGREES 

Department of Biological Sciences 
The goal of the Halmos College of Arts and Sciences’ Master of Science in Biological Sciences Degree 
Program is to provide graduates with credible, holistic, and timely scientific skills and knowledge regarding 
key biological, ecological, and health issues. 

On campus, graduate classes are held in both morning and evening formats and typically meet one to two 
times per week, with some meeting three times per week (MWF format and some online). Exceptions are 
field courses, which may entail several days of intensive study or weekend field trips. The department also 
offers online courses, including a fully online bioinformatics concentration. 

M.S. Degree in Biological Sciences 
The M.S. in Biological Sciences provides a varied curriculum necessary for the myriad interests of today’s 
students. This rigorous program is designed to provide a foundation that can be applied toward entry into a 
Ph.D. program or professional school or as an entry point for professional careers in biology, bioinformatics, 
and healthcare. 

Students in the M.S. in Biological Sciences will benefit from small class sizes, courses taught by faculty 
experts, and a sound academic foundation, resulting in increased analytical skills. 

The M.S. in Biological Sciences offers three concentrations, which are detailed below:  

1. Bioinformatics concentration (16-month; 3-semester program) 

2. Health studies concentration (12- month; 3 semester program) 

3. Biology research option (capstone/thesis) (24-month minimum; 6-semester program) 

All concentrations are 30 credits over ten courses. All students entering the capstone/thesis concentration 
start on the capstone track and may join the thesis track if all requirements are met. Capstone/thesis 
students are required to continue taking research credits until their capstone/thesis is successfully defended. 
Details of the curricula for each concentration are explained below. 

M.S. in Biological Sciences: Bioinformatics Concentration 

The M.S. in Biological Sciences Bioinformatics concentration is a lock-step program beginning in the fall term. 
This concentration is a 16-month, 30-credit program with courses taken over three semesters (Fall, Winter, 
Fall). Students must complete the curriculum in the order set out in the curriculum plan. The courses may be 
completed fully online or in person with an online option. 

The bioinformatics M.S. concentration heavily emphasizes computation, line command coding, and 
programming as it applies to biological problems and questions. Students will demonstrate proficiency in 
handling and analyzing biocentric data using computation, line-command coding, and programming in 
various programming languages. Students will apply these skills to biological problems and questions using 
big data analytics to solve contemporary biological problems. The curriculum is ultimately designed to 
prepare graduates for successful employment in the broad field of computational biology. 
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Learning Outcomes: 

• Demonstrate proficiency in handling and analyzing biocentric data 
• Construct line command and application coding in various programming languages 
• Understand how biological and genetic data impacts modern society and our daily lives 

• Navigate and apply modern biological databases and software 
• Apply bioinformatics and genomics methods to solve contemporary biological problems 

To complete this concentration, the student must pass all courses with a cumulative GPA of 3.0 or greater. 

Curriculum: 

For degree plans please see the Appendix. 

M.S. in Biological Sciences: Health Studies Concentration 

The M.S. in Biological Sciences: Health Studies concentration is a lock-step program. This concentration is a 
12-month (3 semester), 30-credit program designed to better prepare graduates of undergraduate science 
programs for entrance into health-related professional schools. Courses for this concentration begin in the 
summer of each year. It offers the opportunity for students to enhance their academic records, to improve 
graduate entrance test scores, and to obtain a graduate degree. Students must complete the curriculum in 
the order set out in the curriculum plan. 

A comprehensive examination is a requirement for graduation. It is given after all coursework is completed 
and is scheduled for the week after the winter semester final exam week. To be eligible for this exam, a 
student must have a minimum GPA of 3.0 with no more than nine credits of “C grades.” A passing grade 
must be achieved, and a second opportunity will be provided two weeks after the first attempt. The student 
may only attempt this exam twice. 

To complete the concentration, the student must pass all courses, maintain a GPA of 3.0, and pass a 
standardized-style comprehensive exam at the end of the winter semester. When students start  the 
program at the beginning of the summer, they will choose the test prep course appropriate to their career 
goals as the department offers Kaplan test preparation for various standardized tests, e.g., MCAT, DAT, and 
PCAT. 

Learning Outcomes: 

• Demonstrate an in-depth knowledge of science as it relates to the normal and abnormal 
processes of the human body 

• Demonstrate knowledge of current advances in medical research and their relationship to 
clinical practice 

• Demonstrate ability in problem-solving and analytical thinking 

• Demonstrate both practical oral and written skills necessary for a professional setting 

Curriculum: 

For degree plans please see the Appendix. 

M.S. in Biological Sciences: Biology Research Option (Capstone/Thesis) 

The M.S. Biological Sciences capstone/thesis option is designed to prepare students for jobs and careers in 
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all fields of biology, including Ph.D. programs and professional medical programs. Students in this program 
must take a minimum of three credits and a maximum of nine credits per semester. Students may request to 
take 12 credits in a semester under exceptional circumstances. Students are cautioned that the number of 
courses within a term can affect financial aid and student employment. 

The thesis and capstone path culminate in creating a novel and significant piece of writing, ensuring that 
graduates can effectively communicate their scientific findings to the community.  A public defense of their 
project is also a degree requirement.  

Entering M.S. students are accepted into the capstone path. Additional proposal development for original 
research is required to enter the thesis path. A minimum of 30 credits is required. 

Learning Outcomes: 

• Students will be highly knowledgeable in a specific topic of biology related to their 
capstone/thesis project (e.g., ecology, taxonomy, zoology, physiology, reproduction, and 
growth). 

• Students will demonstrate proficient communication skills in both writing and oral 
presentation. 

• Students will have a superior understanding of the scientific method. The student will be able 
to formulate hypotheses, generate research questions, and apply the scientific method toward 
specific research goals. 

Curriculum 

For degree plans please see the Appendix. 

Requirements for Report of Progress 

The report of progress is required from each M.S. in Biological Sciences student registered for thesis, 
capstone, or Directed Independent Study (DIS) credits and the report is due by the end of each registration 
term before a grade will be issued. Failing to submit the Report of Progress before the end of the term will 
result in failing the thesis, capstone, or Directed Independent Study (DIS) credits. Defending students do not 
need to submit the report. 

The form must be submitted to the student’s major professor for signature and comments and include the 
following: 

1. Student’s name and date 

2. A brief synopsis of the work completed since the last report (for example, details of experiments 
conducted and literature reviewed) 

3. Target date for thesis/capstone completion 

4. Estimate of time spent on thesis/capstone work for the term 

5. A list of problems experienced (if any) 

6. Major professor’s comments 

7. Major professor’s signature 

Capstone/Thesis Information 
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PROPOSAL, FINAL PAPER, AND PUBLIC DEFENSE 

Before starting work on a thesis or capstone project, the student must first identify a major advisor and 
additional committee members. Two additional committee members are required for the Thesis path (total 
of three) and one additional committee member is required for Capstone path (total of two). The 
committee chair must be faculty within the Department of Biological Sciences (or other NSU faculty if 
approved by the program office) and at least one additional committee member must be faculty with 
the HCAS. A research proposal must be submitted to the committee for their approval before thesis or 
capstone credits may be taken.  A proposal will not be accepted if the style, presentation, and content are 
not the expected quality for the capstone/thesis. Please consult with program office for these details.  

The capstone/thesis track culminates with the submission of original work of writing (the thesis/capstone 
paper) and public defense of their paper and project.  After the public defense and submission of their 
paper, the committee makes the final decision on whether a student has successfully defended their 
capstone/thesis project and is therefore eligible to graduate.  

Copyright Information 

As part of the online submission process, students must upload their paper into NSU’s Institutional 
Repository, NSUWorks (nsuworks.nova.edu). Please review the copyright statements contained therein 
before submission. While entering text into the appropriate fields, please use a permanent email address 
since this will be the only contact form if someone requests permission to use or view your paper. 
Embargoes will only be approved for works published in a journal or if a grant stipulates an embargo. 

Department of Chemistry, Engineering, and Physics 
The Department of Chemistry, Engineering, and Physics houses the M.S. in Medicinal Chemistry, an exciting 
program that leverages the expertise of NSU’s Halmos College of Arts and Sciences and the College of 
Pharmacy. Instruction for this two-year program occurs inside the classroom and in the laboratory. 
Graduates of the program will have extensive lab experience gained through research or an internship, 
resulting in more significant opportunities to advance their careers. 

M.S. in Medicinal Chemistry 

The M.S. in Medicinal Chemistry expands students’ knowledge of chemical principles and biopharmaceutics 
to help identify and solve chemical problems in research areas. In this two-year program, students learn how 
to design, synthesize, and examine biologically active pharmaceuticals, including therapeutically useful 
drugs, natural products, and toxins. 

Learning Outcomes 

• Identify, interpret, and apply fundamental concepts and core principles of medicinal 
chemistry. 

• Apply foundational knowledge, analyze and interpret data, and integrate information to 
develop solutions to complex problems or original research questions. 

• Deliver a clear, well-organized oral presentation on a medicinal chemistry topic for internal 
academic review. The presentation should incorporate appropriate background from the 
literature and effectively use well-designed audiovisual aids tailored to the audience. 

Curriculum 
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For degree plans please see the Appendix. 

Completion Policy Requirements and Guidelines 

To complete the M.S. in Medicinal Chemistry, students must register for 35 credits of graduate coursework 
including their thesis or capstone project to complete the degree. Students should consult the information 
below, their faculty mentor, and the Program Director for more information on specific completion project 
requirements. 

THESIS OPTION 
Research: Thesis (9 credits) 
Course No. Course Name Credit Hours 
MCMS 7200 Research in Medicinal Chemistry 6 
MCMS 7300 Thesis in Medicinal Chemistry 3 

CAPSTONE OPTION 
Internship: Capstone (9 credits) 
Course No. Course Name Credit Hours 
MCMS 7000 Internship in Medicinal Chemistry 6 
MCMS 7100 Capstone in Medicinal Chemistry 3 

Department of Communication, Media, and the Arts 
The Department of Communication, Media, and the Arts is an innovative, learner-centered department that 
delivers experiential, industry-driven programs. Students achieve academic excellence and professional 
distinction as artists, leaders, and communicators, and they share their talents with the community through 
production, performance, and research. 

Ph.D. and M.A. in Composition, Rhetoric, and Digital Media 

The graduate degree programs in Composition, Rhetoric, and Digital Media teach students to conduct and 
present research, apply rhetorical theories, teach writing, and produce digital media. Through specialized 
coursework and experiential learning in the history and theory of composition, rhetoric, and digital media, 
students develop expertise in researching and practicing writing in various professional genres. The CRDM 
programs prepare students for careers in writing, publishing, media design and production, communication, 
public relations, teaching. 

Ph.D. in CRDM Learning Outcomes 

The successful Ph.D. in Composition, Rhetoric, and Digital Media graduate is expected to: 

• acquire advanced knowledge of the field of composition, rhetoric, and digital media; 
• communicate professionally and ethically about content related to the field of composition, 

rhetoric, and digital media; 
• identify, analyze, and synthesize scholarship related to composition, rhetoric, and digital 

media; 
• demonstrate the necessary technical and intellectual skills to produce scholarship that makes 

an original contribution to the field of composition, rhetoric, and digital media. 
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Curriculum 

For degree plans please see the Appendix. 

M.A. in CRDM Learning Outcomes 

The successful M.A. in Composition, Rhetoric, and Digital Media graduate is expected to: 

1. demonstrate advanced knowledge of what effective writing is in a variety of rhetorical contexts; 

2. evaluate writing curricula and pedagogical practices; 

3. design successful digital media using rhetorically appropriate strategies; 

4. produce and present original research based on the theories and methods applicable to composition, 
rhetoric, and digital media. 

Curriculum 

For degree plans please see the Appendix. 

Completion Policy Requirements and Guidelines 

Ph.D. and M.A. + Ph.D. 

In addition to required coursework, to successfully complete the Ph.D. or M.A. + Ph.D. programs, students 
must complete the comprehensive exam with a minimum score of pass and successfully defend and submit 
the dissertation. 

M.A. in CRDM 

The completion project represents the culmination of the student’s work in the M.A. in Composition, 
Rhetoric, and Digital Media. The student must register for 18 credits of graduate coursework before 
declaring their completion project choice of exam, portfolio, or thesis. Each project entails specific 
coursework, advising, and approval requirements; the student should consult the project tables below, their 
faculty mentor, and the Director of Graduate Studies for more information on specific completion project 
requirements. 

Exam Option 

Exam Option 
Timeline Action 
Register for 18 credits Student submits Completion Project Declaration Form 
Week 7 of final 
coursework semester 

Student submits Exam Option Request to the Director of Graduate Studies 

Week 8 Director of Graduate Studies notifies student of Exam Option eligibility 
Week 11 Student meets with the Director of Graduate Studies for exam preparation 
Week 15 Student sits for Exam 

If the student’s exam score does not meet the minimum passing requirement, the student must enroll in 1 
credit of WRIT 5995 Program Completion in Progress in the subsequent term (for a maximum of two terms) 
to proceed with re-examination. Re-examination will be available during week 7 of each term (week 6 in 
summer terms), as needed. 
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Portfolio Option 

Portfolio Option 
Timeline Action 
Register for 18 credits Student submits Completion Project Declaration Form 
No later than one week 
before each semester of 
registered internship work 

Student submits all completed and approved internship forms* to the 
Director of Graduate Studies and program administration 

No later than Week 10 of 
defense semester 

Student submits complete portfolio to faculty advisor & Director of Graduate 
Studies for defense readiness approval 

No later than Week 12 of 
defense semester 

Director of Graduate Studies notifies student and faculty advisor of defense 
eligibility 

No later than Week 13 of 
defense semester 

Student completes Defense 

*Forms include Internship Request Form, Internship Agreement, and Offer Letter 

If the portfolio does not meet minimum program requirements, the student must enroll in 1 credit of WRIT 
5995 Program Completion in Progress in the subsequent term (for a maximum of two terms) to meet 
requirements. Additional defenses must be completed no later than the end of week 7 of the term course 
(week 6 in summer terms). 

Thesis Option 

Thesis Option 
Timeline Action 
Register for 18 credits Student submits Completion Project Declaration Form 
Semester before beginning 
thesis coursework 

Student secures thesis committee and drafts proposal 

No later than Week 1 of first 
semester of thesis credits 

Thesis advisor submits the committee-approved proposal to the Director of 
Graduate Studies 

No later than Week 7 of 
defense semester 

Student submits final draft of thesis for defense readiness approval to the 
thesis committee 

No later than Week 11 of 
defense semester 

Student completes Defense 

No later than Week 12 of 
defense semester 

Thesis advisor notifies student of their defense score 

If the thesis does not meet the minimum program requirement, the student must enroll in 1 credit of WRIT 
6000 Master’s Thesis in the subsequent semester (for a maximum of one semester) to complete the 
remaining requirements. 

Doctoral Program in Conflict Analysis and Resolution 
The Ph.D. program in Conflict Analysis and Resolution trains students in the skills and techniques of practice, 
interdisciplinary research, policy and program development, historical critique, cultural analysis, and 
theoretical foundations of the field. The mission of the doctoral program is to advance the study and 
practice of conflict analysis and resolution by mentoring and developing practitioners and scholars trained in 
theory, practice, research, teaching, and informed leadership in the field. Students pursue an in-depth study 
in the field of conflict resolution while drawing from a variety of theoretical perspectives and the knowledge 
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of an experienced, interdisciplinary faculty. 

The 69-credit-hour degree program prepares graduates for careers as advanced practitioners, higher 
education faculty, researchers, consultants, program evaluators, and organizational leaders. The program is 
offered in both residential and distance learning formats to support working professionals and students who 
are unable to attend full-time, campus-based study. Students enrolled in the distance learning format 
participate in online coursework are required to attend the in person Residential Institute held every year on 
NSU’s main campus. 

Learning Outcomes 

The successful Ph.D. in Conflict Analysis and Resolution graduate is expected to: 

• be able to identify and understand the prominent theorists and schools of thought that have 
contributed to the field and apply these theoretical perspectives in the analysis of conflict 

• be able a) to demonstrate knowledge and understanding of the major concepts and stages of 
research design using both qualitative and quantitative methodologies and b) to produce and 
defend an original research study in the area of conflict analysis and resolution by way of a 
doctoral dissertation  

• be able a) to demonstrate knowledge, understanding, and application of conflict management 
intervention processes including models, techniques, and tools such as mediation, facilitation, 
negotiation, and dispute systems design and b) to demonstrate knowledge and understanding 
of effective teaching and training in conflict analysis and resolution. 

Curriculum 

For degree plans please see the Appendix. 

Internships 

Students must complete one course from the following two options: CARD 6130 Practicum, CARD 6625 
Faculty-Led Practicum. Students are encouraged to consult their Academic Advisors to determine which 
options best fit their career goals. 

Students should visit hcas.nova.edu/departments/conflict-resolution-studies/resources for the Practicum 
Handbook and related forms. 

Examinations and Evaluations 

There are three program evaluations that students must pass in the course of their doctoral studies. Each is 
described briefly below, and more information is provided on the program web page. 

1. Writing Assessment Requirement 

Doctoral students will undergo a writing assessment during the first fall term in the program. If students are 
found to need skill building, they will be required to pass a graduate-level writing course (such as CARD 6620 
Academic Writing or a comparable class). The course must be completed before the student’s preliminary 
review. This course will count as an elective. 

2. Preliminary Review 

The preliminary review takes place after accumulating at least 18-24 credits. The preliminary review 
determines whether the student should continue in the doctoral program. Before the preliminary review 
interview, the student will submit specified materials for review, including but not limited to sample term 

https://hcas.nova.edu/departments/conflict-resolution-studies/resources/
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papers, a CV, and a reflection form. 

The preliminary review meeting is an approximately 30-minute discussion between the student and a 
program administrator. Successes and challenges will be discussed. These discussions will include a review of 
grades and any other relevant behavioral or performance-based issues reported by faculty, students, or the 
administrative staff. Students should come prepared to discuss what they have learned and how they apply 
it in their work, dissertation preparation, or relevant practice areas. 

Students with a “C” in any class during the first year will remain on preliminary review status. They may be 
required to take additional classes such as writing or ESL, obtain a tutor, or take other remedial action. They 
must also work with the faculty to demonstrate evidence of progressive improvement during each 
successive term. Students with serious academic issues such as academic probation based on grades, poor 
writing, poor attendance, or other serious issues may be academically dismissed from the doctoral program 
because of this preliminary review. 

Following the preliminary review meeting, the student will receive one of the following four outcomes: 

1. Pass review, effective immediately 

2. Pass review, with recommendations for changes 

3. Please Note: To obtain one of the above recommendations, all grades must be B or higher, with no 
incomplete grades. Courses with a grade of C may have to be retaken. 

4. Repeat Preliminary Review, with continued enrollment contingent on the student satisfying one or 
more specified criteria during a specified time. 

5. Dismissal from the doctoral program 

3. Qualifying Exam 

The qualifying examination is a written examination given after students have completed all the required 
coursework and before beginning dissertation hours. Successfully completing the qualifying examination is 
required to move to advanced standing and begin dissertation research. Doctoral Seminar, a one-credit 
course, is offered to help students prepare for the exam and should be taken in the student’s final term of 
coursework. In addition, some students find it helpful to form study groups. Students are encouraged to 
begin to prepare for the exam well in advance. 

Qualifying exams are given three times per academic year, once per term. The exam is available on-line and 
takes place over three weekdays. Students may take the examination on NSU’s campus or anywhere else. 
Students can access the exam at a specific time on the morning of the first day, and their answers will be due 
72 hours later. Students may use whatever materials they choose but are expected to work alone. They are 
expected to write the exam answers in their own words and to use appropriate citations when applicable. 
Exam answers will be submitted to Turnitin.com to check for proper citation. The exam consists of a single 
question; the answer will integrate theory, research, and practice aspects of conflict analysis and resolution. 

Teams of Instructors grade the exam answers. Students are assigned an examination number. Thus, 
Instructors do not know whose answers they are reviewing. Students’ answers are evaluated on the 
substantive content, logical and coherent style, and relevant use of class and other academic material. 
Students who receive a failing grade from the team of faculty graders may retake the examination up to 
three times. However, students must prepare and wait until the subsequent examination is offered. 
Following the failure of the exam, the program office may require that a student retake a particular class, 
prepare a special written assignment, or perform other remedial tasks before the exam can be taken for the 
second time. After three consecutive failures, the student will be dismissed from the doctoral program. A 
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failure to submit after accessing the exam will be counted as an exam fail.  

After students are registered for the qualifying exam by the program manager, they should register for CARD 
7901 Integration. Upon passing the qualifying exam, students have achieved dissertation status.  

Dissertation Chairs and Committees 

A dissertation committee for all doctoral students will comprise at least three members, one of whom will 
serve as the dissertation chair. The dissertation chair must be a full-time faculty member affiliated with the 
program. At least one other committee member must be a full-time HCAS faculty member. A student may 
have one or more outside members on the committee if methodological or a substantive topical issue makes 
such membership advisable and is approved by the dissertation chair. All members who are not HCAS faculty 
must have an earned doctorate and must provide copies of their credentials to the program office. 
Dissertation committee members may not be from the student’s family or personal friends or have 
graduated from HCAS within the past three academic years. 

Before the end of CARD 7901, students must select their dissertation chair and complete the appropriate 
form, which is available online on the program page. 

Registering for Dissertation 

Students are required to complete 12 dissertation credits. Dissertation students register for three credits per 
term, beginning with CARD 7901 course, and continuing with three 3-credit CARD 7900 Dissertation courses. 
If a student is still in progress after 12 credits, the student registers for 1-credit CARD 7900 per term until 
they complete and successfully defend their dissertation, turn in their final document to the program office, 
and register their dissertation with ProQuest, UMI. Registration after final defense shall, if needed, only be 
for one additional term subject to exceptions provided by law. If the student fails to complete the 
requirements within the additional term, the student will be automatically withdrawn from the program. If a 
student receives a NP (No Progress) grade while registered for dissertation, that term will not count toward 
the required 12 dissertation credits. If, for some reason, the student cannot continue working on their 
dissertation, they must apply in writing for a Leave of Absence. If they request a leave for longer than a term, 
it may not be possible, upon their return, to continue with their original dissertation chair. 

Dissertation Proposal 

The doctoral candidate will defend the dissertation proposal before their full dissertation committee. All 
committee members must agree that the proposal is ready for defense before the defense can be 
scheduled. Proposal defenses may be performed using any appropriate and relevant technology, depending 
on the committee members' location and the student. The student can defend their proposal in person, via 
telephone or video conferencing. Please see the dissertation proposal guidelines and related forms on the 
program page. 

Final Dissertation 

Final dissertation defenses may take place during each of the three academic terms. The final day a student 
may hold the final dissertation defense within each term is the Friday two calendar weeks before the last 
day of the term. To participate in the June commencement ceremony, students must have their final 
dissertation defense notice sent out by May 1. 

After the student has passed the final defense and completed all required revisions to the satisfaction of the 
dissertation chair, the student must submit the document to the Program Director for a format review. Upon 
passing the format review, the student will receive information on submitting the dissertation to ProQuest. 
Before degree conferral, the student must submit one pdf file of the final dissertation, including the signed 
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approval page. Students should refer to the dissertation guidelines on the program page for detailed 
information. 

Degree Completion Requirements 

Students must comply with the following requirements to graduate with their Ph.D. in Conflict Analysis and 
Resolution: 

1. Earn a minimum of 69 credit hours 

2. Pass all course work with 3.5. cumulative GPA or above 

3. No grade lower than a “C-” is permitted; only one “C” grade (C+, C, C-) is permitted. 

4. Successfully defend dissertation 

5. Complete the final version of the dissertation and submit it to ProQuest 

6. Receive degree conferral 

7. Complete all requirements above within the stated time limit of the program 

Degree Completion Timeline 

The Ph.D. in Conflict Analysis and Resolution can be completed within a maximum time frame of seven 
years. If a student has not graduated after reaching the seven-year mark, they must apply for an extension 
and receive approval from the Program Director. Once students pass the eight-year mark, they will be 
automatically dismissed from the program. Once students begin their dissertation, they are considered full-
time when registered for at least three credit hours per term. After taking 12 credit hours of dissertation, 
students may enroll in one dissertation credit hour per term and still be considered full-time in the program. 
Students must continually be enrolled to remain active in the program.  

Department of Humanities and Politics 
The Department of Humanities and Politics in the Halmos College of Arts and Sciences aims to help students 
better understand their world through courses and degrees in academic disciplines focused on domestic and 
global affairs. Courses explore areas of study such as history, philosophy, legal studies, international studies, 
national security, and political science and are offered in the traditional classroom setting and online. 
Included among courses offered by the department are independent studies, internships, and study abroad 
programs. 

M.S. in National Security Affairs and International Relations  

The M.S. in National Security Affairs and International Relations (NSAIR) in the Department of Humanities 
and Politics is designed to provide students with theoretical, research, and applied skills in the emerging 
national security affairs academic field. Students in this program will build a core understanding of critical 
issues informing the field of national security today, including the assessment and analysis of the threat of 
terrorism in the U.S. and beyond and the analysis of intelligence collection. Students will also develop a deep 
understanding of the international context in which U.S. national security issues are shaped. 

The program begins with a core of 7 courses (21 credits). Pedagogically, the program core focuses on 
building the critical analytical skills graduates need to succeed professionally and academically in national 
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security affairs. The ability to critically analyze intelligence information and global security issues, interpret 
historical and contemporary issues informing the field, and perform textual analyses defines the program 
core's most important learning outcomes. 

After completing the program core, students must complete 15 coursework credits from the available 
electives list. Most elective offerings were explicitly developed for the national security and international 
relations program, with a small number drawn from closely related fields. The elective list contains courses 
that emphasize domestic security and courses with a broader international focus, resulting in sufficient 
breadth of subject matter to allow students to tailor their choices around particular academic or professional 
interests. 

Students interested in Cybersecurity can choose to take a specific concentration in this area. Students who 
choose this option must complete nine credits from the Cybersecurity concentration and six credits from the 
elective list. Before choosing this option, students must secure permission from the Department of 
Humanities and Politics. After a consultation, it will be determined whether the student can enter the 
Cybersecurity concentration or if additional foundation courses are required to enter and successfully 
complete the concentration. 

Learning Outcomes 

The successful M.S. in National Security Affairs and International Relations graduate is expected to: 
• Evaluate the domestic and international implications of U.S. national security policy 

• Analyze critical historical and contemporary issues in U.S. national security 
• Apply theoretical approaches to understanding U.S. foreign policy, international relations, 

global institutions, and the practices of foreign powers. 

Curriculum 

For degree plans please see the Appendix. 

Program Formats 

The NSAIR program aims for convenience and accommodation by utilizing the online and campus-based 
course delivery formats. We know many of our students are already engaged in work in the field of national 
security, and this may preclude them from participating in residential classes. Therefore, the program is 
designed in an online or hybrid format. Students applying to the hybrid M.S. in National Security Affairs and 
International Relations must register for at least three credits of campus-based coursework each fall and 
winter. 

Students may enroll full or part-time, taking six to nine credit hours per term. Students who enroll in nine 
credits per term may complete the program in four terms. Part-time students can complete the program in 2 
years. Unless requesting a Leave of Absence, all students must register for three terms per year. 

Practicum/Internship 

A practicum/internship is not required in the NSAIR program but may be selected as an elective. The 
department is available for assistance and advice regarding practicum/internship. It is taken as a class, and 
students select a field site or professional setting to work in during the same term as the class. Students 
interested in exploring this option are recommended to consult with the department chair or director of 
graduate programs early in their study. 

Examinations, Evaluations, and Thesis Option 
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In addition to completing all course work, students must EITHER a) pass a comprehensive examination 
administered by the National Security Affairs and International Relations Program or b) complete a six-credit, 
directed thesis option. 

When a student has completed all coursework, has maintained a minimum of 3.0 GPA with no "incomplete" 
grades, and is a "student in good standing" with no disciplinary actions pending or disciplinary tasks to 
complete, the student will be eligible to take the comprehensive examination. Alternatively, when a student 
has completed all other coursework in the program, has maintained a minimum of 3.0 GPA with no 
"incomplete" grades, and is a "student in good standing" with no disciplinary actions pending or disciplinary 
tasks to complete, the student will be eligible to begin the directed thesis option. 

The comprehensive exam assesses the student’s ability to integrate the knowledge and skills gained through 
coursework. It tests the student’s written ability to critically analyze and apply course-based knowledge to 
various issues. The comprehensive exam will be administered in two parts. Part one will focus on historical 
and theoretical knowledge acquired through coursework. In contrast, part two will test student’s ability to 
apply knowledge and skills acquired through coursework to hypothetical security situations. The 
comprehensive exam will be scored like all major assignments in the program, using a rubric and assessing 
students’ competencies regarding program outcomes. Students must receive a 70% or higher grade to pass 
the comprehensive exam. The comprehensive exam is a graduation requirement. Students who score below 
70% on this requirement must retake the comprehensive exam. The comprehensive exam can be taken a 
maximum of three times. Students who cannot pass it in three attempts will not graduate. The 
comprehensive exam is offered three times yearly: in January, May, and August/September. Instructors are 
assigned to review the answers. Students are assigned an examination number, so Instructors do not know 
whose answers they are reviewing. To fail a question, two faculty reviewers must award a failing grade. 

The directed thesis is a capstone on the student’s experience in the National Security Affairs and 
International Relations program. As such, preparation for this course begins on the student’s first day in the 
program. The theories, research methods, analytical skills, and substantive knowledge acquired by the 
student through the master’s curriculum provide the foundation for this thesis project. Working under the 
direction of a designated faculty member in the program, students will be responsible for developing and 
planning an innovative project, crafting a viable thesis, engaging in research using appropriate primary and 
secondary resource material, and executing a polished work of analysis that contributes to knowledge in the 
field. In addition to submitting a written thesis, students must offer an oral defense of their project. Subject 
to departmental approval, students may undertake the directed thesis as two three-credit options spread 
out over two consecutive terms or as a single six-credit option taken in one term. 

Degree Completion Requirements 

To be eligible for degree conferral, NSAIR students must have completed all coursework and either passed 
the comprehensive examination or completed the thesis option. In addition, they must have a 3.0 GPA with 
no "incomplete" grades and be a "student in good standing" with no disciplinary actions pending or 
disciplinary tasks to complete. NSAIR students may participate in the June graduation ceremonies if they 
have completed all coursework, taken their comprehensive examination, or completed their directed thesis, 
even if they have not received their grade for the exam or the thesis. Students must complete all coursework 
and pass the comprehensive exam or complete a six-credit thesis within five years of starting the program.  

Department of Marine and Environmental Sciences 
The Department of Marine and Environmental Sciences includes the graduate programs described below.  
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Ph.D. in Oceanography/Marine Biology 

The Ph.D. degree consists of upper-level course work and original research on a selected topic of importance 
in the ocean sciences. Courses consist of required general core courses (which can be transferred in from 
qualified M.S. courses), elective courses, as well as tutorial studies with the major professor. This Ph.D. 
program is informally divided into physical oceanography and marine biology. 

Learning Outcomes 

A successful recipient of the Ph.D. in Oceanography/Marine Biology is expected to:  
• Understand basic marine biological, chemical, geological, and physical processes to a level 

sufficient to communicate and collaborate with experts in those sub-disciplines and to be able 
to apply this knowledge to issues in research and resource management 

• Apply the scientific method to define, investigate, and evaluate hypotheses in at least one of 
these sub-disciplines 

• Conduct (as guided by, and to the satisfaction of, the doctoral committee and NSU's Halmos 
College faculty) advanced, original, and independent research that adds to the body of 
oceanographic knowledge in one or more sub-disciplined areas. 

• Communicate scientific results and conclusions clearly and logically in a written dissertation 
and scientific presentations and publications. 

• Must maintain a cumulative GPA of 3.5. 

Curriculum 

The Ph.D. degree requires a minimum of 75 credits. Students will take 21 elective credits (OCGY 8001-8999, 
MSMS 5000-5999, MPSE 5000-5999), 9 credits of core courses, and a minimum of 45 research credits (OCGY 
0799, OCGY 8000). At least 24 research credits must consist of dissertation research (OCGY-8000). The 
student may not register for research credits until after successfully defending the dissertation proposal. 
Before this defense, the student may register in Directed Study credits (OCGY-0799).  After faculty 
acceptance of the dissertation proposal, the student must register for a minimum of three dissertation 
credits per term until completion of the degree.  

Students are expected to complete degrees within 4 years of full-time study. A minimum of 3 years 
enrollment in the Ph.D. program is required, and the maximum time of enrollment is 7 years. 

For degree plans please see the Appendix. 

Academic Course Approvals and Transfers 

For up-to-date information, please see the department website at: 
hcas.nova.edu/degrees/doctoral/oceanography-marine-biology.html. 

Course Eligibility 

• Students may transfer up to 30 credits of master’s coursework to count towards the Ph.D. 
program’s upper-level credit requirement. 

• Students may take any of the courses offered under the Marine Science (M.S.) program to 
count towards their upper-level credits. This includes all the courses offered under the three 
different concentrations among the Marine Science (M.S.) program.  

• Students may take Directed Independent Study (DIS) courses as recommended/directed by 
their major advisor to count towards their upper-level elective credits. 

https://hcas.nova.edu/degrees/doctoral/oceanography-marine-biology.html
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Ph.D. Full Time Status Requirements 

Ph.D. in Oceanography:  
• One doctoral level class or enrollment in dissertation credits. 

Ph.D. Time Limit 

The maximum time limit for completing the Ph.D. in Oceanography/Marine Biology is 7 years. Ph.D. students 
must petition the program office in writing for an extension of the time limit, which may be granted only 
under extenuating circumstances.  

Timeline For Ph.D. in Oceanography 

• Full-time students taking 6 credits/semester: complete coursework in 3 – 4 years. 
• Once all upper-level coursework has been completed, students may take 3 

research credits/semester to maintain full-time status. 
• Maximum enrollment time is 7 years. 
• Summer attendance is mandatory. 

Ph.D. Minimum Graduation Requirements 

Conferrals for the Ph.D. in Oceanography require a minimum GPA of 3.50 

The following items must be successfully completed to achieve a Doctoral degree at HCAS. 

• Earn a minimum of 75 credits beyond the baccalaureate. At least 24 credits must consist of 
dissertation research.  

• Pass all coursework with a cumulative GPA of 3.5 or higher 
• No grade lower than a “C+” is permitted. 

• Attend a minimum of 8 0-credit/0-cost seminars/student defenses.  
• DoMES/NCRI guest seminars and DoMES MSMS thesis and Ph.D dissertation & 

proposal defenses are eligible for credit. 
• Successfully submit a proposal of dissertation work to NSU Works and defend the dissertation 

proposal in an oral presentation to the committee, faculty and public during the first year of 
enrollment. 

• Successfully complete comprehensive examinations during the second year of enrollment. 
• Successfully defend the final dissertation in an oral presentation to the committee, faculty and 

public.   
• Submit the final dissertation copy to the William H. Richardson Library, located on the 

Oceanographic Campus. 
• Complete all requirements above within the stated time limit of the program 

Seminar Requirements 

As part of the curriculum for the Department of Marine and Environmental Sciences, students in the Ph.D. in 
Oceanography and M.S. in Marine Science programs are required to attend a minimum of eight seminars for 
this 0-credit/0-cost seminar series before they graduate. Research and defense seminars count towards this 
number.  
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Requirements For Report of Progress – Dissertation 

The report of progress is required from each student registered for thesis, DIS, or dissertation credits by the 
end of each term of registration before a grade is issued. The completed report is turned into the Program 
Office by the student’s major advisor. Not submitting the Report of Progress prior to the end of term will 
result in failing the thesis, dissertation, or Directed Independent Study (DIS) credits for that term. 

• The report of progress is a summary of all the research work completed in the current term. 
Only Ph.D. students currently registered for following courses need to submit the report: 

• Directed Independent Study  
• Ph.D. Directed Study (OCGY 0799) 
• Dissertation Credits (OCGY 8000) 

• The Report of Progress is due the Friday before the end of term. Defending students do not 
need to submit the report 

• The form must be completed by the student and submitted to the student’s major advisor for 
signature and comments. The report must include the following:  

• Student’s name and date 
• A brief narrative of synopsis of the work completed since the last report (for 

example, details of experiments conducted, and literature reviewed)  
• Target date for thesis/capstone completion  
• Estimate of time spent on thesis/capstone work for the term  
• A list of problems experienced (if any) and proposed/implemented solutions 
• Major Professor’s comments  
• Major Professor’s signature 

• Failure to turn in a report of progress is an automatic F for the term. 

Ph.D. Dissertation Information 

COMMITTEE 

The candidate’s Ph.D. committee consists, at a minimum, of four people, at least three of whom must be 
Halmos College of Arts and Sciences (HCAS) faculty and one from outside the HCAS. The committee monitors 
all phases of the candidate’s progress. The committee is formed before acceptance or within two terms of 
admission. 

PROPOSAL DEFENSE 

Before a Ph.D. project can be accepted, a proposal must be submitted to the students chosen committee. 
The major advisor and committee members will review the proposal draft. The student may meet and 
discuss issues with the professor and committee. The committee members make a final decision as to 
whether the proposal is defendable.  

If the proposal is approved for submission by the committee, the student can submit their proposal online 
through NSU Works HCAS Proposal Review. From there, the student’s committee members must log in and 
approve of the students’ proposal within 10 days of submission. After receiving approval from all committee 
members in NSUWorks, the Program Office will review the proposal for final approval. When the Program 
Office approves of the proposal, an email will be automatically generated alerting the student that their 
proposal has been accepted. The student will then need to schedule a defense date with all committee 
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members and reserve the date with the Program Office. 

Students should not register for dissertation credits until they have successfully defended their research 
proposal in an oral defense to the committee members and public. After the proposal has been successfully 
defended, the student will receive notification from the program office to register in dissertation credits.  

The proposal is a demonstration by the student and the involved faculty that the student is indeed ready to 
produce a dissertation that will allow graduation according to the standards of HCAS. This forms the basis of 
an understanding that the faculty involved (including the department chair, who has final signing authority) 
will allow graduation if the student produces a document with agreed-upon quality and content.  

To avoid unpleasant surprises and undue delays to a student’s graduation, a proposal is only acceptable 
once it demonstrates, in all matters, that the student will indeed be able to produce the dissertation and 
meet the high-quality criteria required by the department. Fairness to the student and committee as well as 
maintenance of academic integrity are of the utmost concern here.  

A proposal will not be accepted if the style, presentation, and content are not of the quality as would be 
accepted in the final dissertation. This is because it may give the student a wrong impression of what is 
acceptable as a dissertation – leading ultimately to unnecessary delays at submission stage. Therefore, the 
proposal should be seen as a “mini-dissertation” that is the blueprint for the work that will be done in the 
dissertation. 

The Program Office must approve the proposal at least two weeks prior to the start of each term, unless an 
extension of time is formally approved by the Department Chair and Program Office due to extenuating 
circumstances. Proposal approvals to begin research credits in the Winter semester must submit their 
proposal and all revisions before Winter closure to ensure timely review of their submitted work. 

PROPOSAL SUBMISSION DIRECTIONS 

The following are the directions to upload the proposal into NSUWorks: 

1. Create a new account at nsuworks.nova.edu. The username and password can be unique from the 
myNSU Identity. 

2. Once the account is created, log out of the system and visit libguides.nova.edu/hcas-ETD-submission-
guide. 

3. If a committee member is not an NSU member, please include their email address with the proposal 
submission. 

4. Inform the program office that you have successfully submitted the proposal. 

5. Committee members will be sent automated emails to go in and approve the proposal within 10 days 
of submission. 

6. Once the proposal is approved, the student will be notified that they are eligible to schedule a defense 
date with the Program Office. 

7. After successful oral defense of the proposal, the student will be notified by the Program Office that 
they are eligible to enroll in dissertation credits. 

8. It is the responsibility of the candidate to communicate a defense date with all committee members 
before a reservation request. Prior to the reservation request, the dissertation must be approved by all 
committee members, the Program Office, and the department chair in NSU Works. Defenses are held 

https://nsuworks.nova.edu/
https://libguides.nova.edu/hcas-ETD-submission-guide
https://libguides.nova.edu/hcas-ETD-submission-guide
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at 9:30am, 12:00pm, and 2:30pm. No defenses will be held in between semesters. 

COMPREHENSIVE EXAMINATION 

The examination consists of written and oral phases. The written exams, taken on completion of formal 
course work, are administered by the major professor and consist of questions submitted by each 
committee member. The candidate is allowed a day to answer each member’s questions. 

The exam takes at least four days. The candidate is informed of the written examination results within one 
week of completion. At that time, the committee determines if the answers to the written portion warrant 
further examination, in which case an oral exam is scheduled. The student normally takes the oral 
examination within two weeks of this notification. 

DIRECTIONS FOR SUBMITTING FINAL DISSERTATION  
• Log into NSUWorks - Nova Southeastern University Institutional Repository, using the same 

account as for the proposal submission.  
• Visit Submit Defense Research to submit the final Dissertation. 

• If a committee member is not a member of NSU, please be sure to include their email address 
with the proposal submission.  

• Inform the Program Office of having successfully submitted the defensible paper. Once 
approved, the candidate will be notified by email. This email will include the next steps in 
setting up the final defense.  

• The committee members will need to create an account in NSUWorks to approve the defense. 
• Final Dissertation Submission Criteria  
• The dissertation must be at least 90% complete.  

• The paper must be uploaded to NSU Works at least two weeks prior to your desired defense 
date.  

DISSERTATION PROPOSAL AND DEFENSE FORMATTING 

Create a title page that follows the formatting guidelines below.  

Include keywords - place them after your abstract on the same page (if possible). Keywords should be 
important terms not included in your title. 

Thesis Formatting 
Margins All margins = 1 inch 
Font Times New Roman 
Font Size 12 point font 
Spacing 1.5 spaced, except for:  

• Abstract should be single spaced.  
• Figure & Table captions should be single 

spaced (The caption for a figure appears below 
the graphic; for a table, above).  

• References should be single spaced with a 
hard enter between each citation or a layout 
space between each one. 

Length There are no set guidelines on length, but most 
dissertation papers are around 150 pages in length 
(excluding tables and figures). 

https://nsuworks.nova.edu/
https://nsuworks.nova.edu/cgi/ir_submit.cgi?context=cnso_defense
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Citation and Writing Style • Default: APA or Chicago Author-Date 
formatting  

• Please confirm with your major advisor on 
their preferred writing style. 

DISSERTATION STRUCTURE 

The dissertation structure is up to the Ph.D. candidate’s committee. However, it must contain the following:  
Dissertation Style 
Title Page 
Table of Contents (detailed outline, using outline headings in text, same format)  
 
Reference 

COPYRIGHTS 

The directions for each track and the Ph.D. programs are found under their specific curriculum. As part of the 
online submission process, students will be required to upload the paper into NSU’s Institutional Repository, 
NSUWorks. Please review the copyright statements contained therein before submission. While entering 
text into the appropriate fields, the student must take note that the email address provided will be the only 
form of contact for your paper in the event that someone needs to ask for your permission to use or view it. 
Please use a permanent email address. Embargoes will only be approved for works that are being published 
in a journal or if a grant stipulates an embargo. 

DISSERTATION DEFENSE 

Upon completing the dissertation to the major professor’s satisfaction, it is formally submitted to the other 
committee members. Before a reservation request, the candidate must communicate a defense date with all 
committee members. Before the reservation request, the dissertation must be approved by all committee 
members and the department chair. No defenses will be held in between semesters. Please consult with 
program office for detailed information. 

Information regarding dissertation requirements can be found through the Oceanographic Campus Library 
at libguides.nova.edu/hcas-ETD-submission-guide. 

Master of Professional Science in Environmental Sciences (M.P.S.) 

The M.P.S. in Environmental Sciences is a 30-credit program which provides beside a solid background in 
environmental science as well as practical and managerial skills that are required to solve problems and 
advance in the professional field surrounding environmental issues. The M.P.S. is designed to provide 
professionals with a solid graduate level education, delivered in an attractive and time-efficient manner. The 
curriculum consists of related subject matter courses and does not require a thesis or capstone paper. 

The M.P.S. consists of a core of courses that provide highly relevant baseline knowledge of the marine and 
environmental sciences. Specialty courses are provided that are relevant to the core fields. This degree 
provides the graduate with the practical skills to formulate, abstract, analyze and solve problems typically 
encountered by marine and environmental scientists, educators, government officials, engineers, and other 
professionals. A graduate will be prepared to enter the marketplace and be able to pursue a career in 
science, education, industry, or business. 

Curriculum 

https://libguides.nova.edu/hcas-ETD-submission-guide
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Successful graduation in the M.P.S. requires a minimum of 30 credits. This includes 15 credits of core courses 
and 15 credits of electives. There is no thesis required, but a rigorous “writing and calculating throughout the 
curriculum” policy will be applied. Course descriptions may be found within the attached catalog. 

CORE COURSES 
Course Number Course Name Credit Hours 
MPSE 5010 Biostatistics 3 
MPSE 5020  Ecosystems Processes 3 
MPSE 5030  Geological Processes 3 
MPSE 5040 Environmental Chemistry 3 
MPSE 5060 Scientific Communication 3 

M.P.S. FULL TIME STATUS REQUIREMENTS 

M.P.S. in Environmental Sciences:  

• 6 credit hours minimum (3 credit hours for part time students)  

M.P.S. TIME LIMIT  

The maximum time limit for completing the M.P.S. in Environmental Sciences five years. M.P.S. students 
must petition the program office in writing for an extension of the time limit for one year, which may be 
granted only under extenuating circumstances. 

• Full-time students taking 6 credits/semester: complete coursework in about 18 months. 
• Part-time students taking 3 credits/semester: complete coursework in 3 years. 

• Completing the program entirely at part-time status is not possible because it 
must be completed within 3 years, so students must take at least one 
semester at full-time status. 

• Maximum enrollment time is 3 years. 
• Summer attendance is mandatory. 

• Completing a thesis is NOT required. 

M.S. in Marine Science 

Everything that humans do impacts marine ecosystems, and in turn, marine ecosystems impact humans' 
lives. Nova Southeastern University’s M.S. in Marine Sciences program allows you to dive deep into the 
study of marine systems, learning about various special topics, including everything from shark research to 
coral reef reservation. 

The M.S. in Marine Sciences allows three concentrations:  

1. Marine Biology Concentration 

2. Coastal Zone Management 

3. Marine Environmental Sciences 

As a joint option, students may combine two concentrations. The M.S. in Marine Science degree requires a 
minimum of 36 total credits, nine credits of core/required courses, 18 credits of electives in the 
concentration, three credits of electives outside of your concentration, and a minimum of six capstone or 
thesis credits. Students must maintain a cumulative GPA of 3.0 
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Curriculum 

For degree plans please see the Appendix. 

M.S. in Marine Science: Thesis Information 

DEFINITION OF A THESIS 

A thesis is an original contribution to knowledge from systematically studying a significant problem or issue. 
It requires the student to secure agreement from a faculty member, with adequate funding to carry out the 
proposed research, to be the student’s major professor. Students are not guaranteed a thesis advisor. 

Before beginning thesis research and registering for thesis credits, the student must write a proposal, which 
must be approved by the student’s major professor, committee, and the Departmental Chair. The approval 
process takes place through submission to nsuworks.nova.edu. Once the thesis proposal has been approved, 
M.S. thesis students sequentially register for and complete at least six thesis credits for Marine Science or 
fifteen thesis credits for Biological Science in each succeeding term until the thesis is complete and 
successfully defended. Sequential registration continues until the thesis is finished. If a student fails to 
register for any given term without written approval by the Chair, missed credits must be made up before 
graduation, usually during the next term of registration. It should be noted that while a minimum of six 
(Marine Science) thesis research credits are required, more than this may be necessary to complete M.S. 
research. 

THESIS PROPOSAL 

Students should not register for thesis credits until they receive full approval from the program office. The 
proposal is a demonstration by the student and the involved faculty that the student is ready to produce a 
thesis that will allow graduation according to the standards of HCAS. This forms the basis of an 
understanding that the faculty involved (including the department chair, who has final signing authority) will 
allow graduation if the student produces a document with agreed-upon quality and content. 

To avoid surprises and undue delays to a student’s graduation, a proposal is only acceptable once it 
demonstrates that the student can produce the thesis and meet the high-quality criteria required by the 
department. Fairness to students and committees and maintaining academic integrity is the utmost concern. 

A proposal will not be accepted if the style, presentation, and content are not of the same quality as would 
be accepted in the thesis. This is because it may give the student a wrong impression of what is acceptable 
as a thesis, leading to unnecessary delays at the submission stage. Therefore, the proposal should be seen as 
a “mini-thesis” at the same stage as the blueprint for the work that will be done in the thesis. 

The program chair must approve the proposal at least two weeks before the start of each term. Proposal 
approval to begin research credits in the Winter semester is urged to submit their proposal before Winter 
closure to ensure a timely review of their submitted work.  

Information regarding thesis requirements can be found through the Oceanographic Campus Library at 
libguides.nova.edu/hcas-ETD-submission-guide. 

COMMITTEE COMPOSITION 

Each M.S. student will have an advisory committee. To obtain the maximum benefit, it is to the student’s 
advantage to form this committee early in their program. 

The thesis advisory committee will consist of a major professor from the HCAS faculty and at least two 

https://nsuworks.nova.edu/
https://libguides.nova.edu/hcas-ETD-submission-guide
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additional members, one of whom must be from another college of Nova Southeastern University or from 
outside the university. In rare cases requiring approval by the Department Chair, the major professor may be 
an adjunct faculty member. The committee participates in topic selection and preparation of the 
proposal/outline and thesis. Close coordination between students and committees during this process is 
strongly advised. The major professor must have a terminal degree in a field relevant to thesis research. 
Other members of the committee must ordinarily have a terminal degree. 
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APPENDIX: SAMPLE CURRICULUM 

M.S. in Biological Sciences – Bioinformatics Concentration  
SAMPLE CURRICULUM | 2026-2027 CATALOG 

YEAR ONE           

Fall Credits Winter Credits Summer Credits 
BCOR 5585 Genomics 3 MSIT 501 Foundations of 

Programming, Data Structures, and 
Algorithms 

3   
 

BMME 5900 Biological Data Science 3 MSBI 5920 Transcriptomics 3   
 

MATG 5005 Statistical Inference 3 MSBI 5910 Metagenomics 3   
 

BMME 8053 Introduction to 
Bioinformatics 

3   
 

  
 

Total Fall Credits 12 Total Winter Credits 9 Total Summer Credits 0 
      

 
Year One Total 21 

YEAR TWO     
 

  
 

Fall Credits Winter Credits Summer Credits 
Open Elective in Computer Science 
(MMIS 630, MMIS 643, MMIS 621, MMIS 
671, MSIT 630, BMME 6000, CISC 502, 
670, 672, 502) or prior approval from the 
Department of Biological Sciences 

3   
 

  
 

MSBI 5930 Machine Learning for Biology 3   
 

  
 

BCOR 5000 Graduate Seminar+ 3   
 

  
 

Total Fall Credits 9 Total Winter Credits 0 Total Summer Credits 0 
        Year Two Total 9 
        Total 30 

+ Bioinformatics concentration students must take the section of BCOR 5000 Graduate Seminar offered in the fall specifically for 
bioinformatics students. 
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M.S. in Biological Sciences – Health Studies Concentration  
SAMPLE CURRICULUM | 2026-2027 CATALOG 

YEAR ONE           

Fall Credits Winter Credits Summer* Credits 
    BCOR 5000 Graduate Seminar 3 
    BMHS 5105 Physical Diagnostic Skills or 

BMHS 5110 Introduction to the Dental 
Professions 

3 

Total Fall Credits 0 Total Winter Credits 0 Total Summer Credits 6 
        Year One Total 6 
YEAR TWO            

Fall Credits Winter Credits Summer* Credits 
BMHS 5200 Pathophysiology 3 BMHS 5450 Integrated Sys. in HS 3   
BMHS 5300 Pharmacodynamics 3 BCOR 5150 Immunobiology 3   
BMHS 5400 Adv. Anatomy /Lab 3 BMHS 5250 Systems Neuroscience 3     
BMHS 5500 Adv. Biochemistry 3 BCOR 5350 Principles of Epidemiology 3     
  

 
Comprehensive Exam 0     

Total Fall Credits 12 Total Winter Credits 12 Total Summer Credits 0 
        Year Two Total 24 
    Total 30 
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M.S. in Biological Sciences – Thesis  
SAMPLE CURRICULUM | 2026-2027 CATALOG 

YEAR ONE           
Fall Credits Winter Credits Summer Credits 
MATG 5005 Stat. Infer. or  
BCOR 5570 Biostatistics 

3 BCOR 5350 Principles of 
Epidemiology ** 

3 BCOR 5000 Graduate Seminar* 3 

Graduate Biology Elective  
(BMHS 5200, 5300,5400,5500, BMME 
5600, 5900, 6000, 6770, 8053, MSIT 
8051, 8851, or any MSMS elective) or 
prior approval from the Department of 
Biological Sciences 

3 BCOR 5580 Scientific Methods and 
Experimental Design 

3 

BMME 7030 Thesis 

3 

Total Fall Credits 6 Total Winter Credits 6 Total Summer Credits 6 

  
 

  
 

Year One Total 18 

YEAR TWO 
 

  
 

  
 

Fall Credits Winter Credits Summer Credits 
Graduate Biology Elective  
(BMHS 5200, 5300,5400,5500, BMME 
5600, 5900, 6000, 6770, 8053, MSIT 
8051, 8851, or any MSMS elective) 

3 BMME 7030 Thesis 3 BMME 7030 Thesis*** 3 

BMME 7030 Thesis 3   
 

Thesis Defense and Approval 0 

Total Fall Credits 6 Total Winter Credits 3 Total Summer Credits 3 

        Year Two Total 12 

        Total 30 

*Thesis students must take the section of BCOR 5000 offered in the summer in person only but may petition the department chair for 
special permission to take the online BCOR 5000 section offered in fall to support the bioinformatics concentration. 

** or BCOR 5585 Genomics (fall term) or BCOR 5150 Immunobiology (winter term) or BMME 5900 Biological Data Science (fall term). 

***Students must be registered in thesis course BMME 7030 each semester until they have successfully written, defended and 
submitted their thesis project, based on approval of the Thesis Committee Chair and all Committee Members. Students may petition 
the department chair to register in BMME 7035 Thesis Continuation, 1 CREDIT, if the 12 credits of BMME 7030 Thesis have been met (as 
well as all other course requirements) and the student has defended the Thesis project.  
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M.S. in Biological Sciences – Capstone  
SAMPLE CURRICULUM | 2026-2027 CATALOG 

YEAR ONE           
Fall Credits Winter Credits Summer Credits 
BCOR 5570 Biostatistics or  
MATG 5005 Stat. Infer. 

3 BCOR 5350 Principles of 
Epidemiology * 

3 BCOR 5000 Graduate Seminar** 3 

Graduate Biology Elective  
(BMHS 5200, 5300,5400,5500, BMME 
5600, 5900, 6000, 6770, 8053, MSIT 
8051, 8851, or any MSMS elective) 

3 BCOR 5580 Scientific Methods and 
Experimental Design 

3   
 

Graduate Biology Elective  
(BMHS 5200, 5300,5400,5500, BMME 
5600, 5900, 6000, 6770, 8053, MSIT 
8051, 8851, or any MSMS elective) 

3   
 

  
 

Total Fall Credits 9 Total Winter Credits 6 Total Summer Credits 3 
  

 
  

 
Year One Total 18 

YEAR TWO 
 

  
 

  
 

Fall Credits Winter Credits Summer Credits 
Graduate Biology Elective  
(BMHS 5200, 5300,5400,5500, BMME 
5600, 5900, 6000, 6770, 8053, MSIT 
8051, 8851, or any MSMS elective) 

3 Graduate Biology Elective  
(BMHS 5250, 5450, BMME 6770, 
MSBI 5910, 5920 MSIT 0501, 0630, 
MSMS) 

3   
 

BMME 7040 Capstone 3 BMME 7040 Capstone*** 3   
 

  
 

Capstone Defense and Approval 0   
 

Total Fall Credits 6 Total Winter Credits 6 Total Summer Credits 0 
        Year Two Total 12 
        Total 30 

* or BCOR 5585 Genomics (fall term) or BCOR 5150 Immunobiology (winter term) or BMME 5900 Biological Data Science (fall term).  

**Capstone students must take the section of BCOR 5000 offered in the summer in person only but may petition the department chair 
for special permission to take the online BCOR 5000 section offered in fall to support the bioinformatics concentration. 

***Students must be registered in capstone course BMME 7040 each semester until they have successfully written, defended and 
submitted their capstone project, based on approval of the Capstone Committee Chair and all Committee Members. Students may 
petition the department chair to register in BMME 7045, 1 CREDIT, Capstone Continuation if the 6 credits of BMME 7040 Capstone have 
been met and the student has defended their Capstone project.  
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M.S. in Medicinal Chemistry – Thesis  
SAMPLE CURRICULUM | 2026-2027 CATALOG 

YEAR ONE           
Fall Credits Winter Credits Summer Credits 
MCMS 5500 Advanced Biochemistry  3 MCMS 6100 Principles of Drug Design 3   

 

MCMS 5600 Advanced Organic Chemistry 3 PHRM 5012 Advanced Pharmacokinetics and 
Biopharmaceutics 

3   
 

MCMS 6000 Advanced Instrumentation 3 MCMS 7200 Research in Medicinal Chemistry 3   
 

Total Fall Credits 9 Total Winter Credits 9 Total Summer Credits 0 
     

 
Year One Total 18 

YEAR TWO    
 

  
 

Fall Credits Winter Credits Summer Credits 
PHRM 5004 Advanced Physical Pharmacy 3 MCMS 7300 Thesis in Medicinal Chemistry 3   

 

MCMS 7200 Research in Medicinal 
Chemistry 

3 Graduate Elective 3   
 

PHRM 5701 Graduate Seminar 1 PHRM 5701 Graduate Seminar 1   
 

Graduate Elective 3   
 

  
 

Total Fall Credits 10 Total Winter Credits 7 Total Summer Credits 0 
        Year Two Total 17 
        Total 35 
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M.S. in Medicinal Chemistry – Capstone  
SAMPLE CURRICULUM | 2026-2027 CATALOG 

YEAR ONE           
Fall Credits Winter Credits Summer Credits 
MCMS 5500 Advanced Biochemistry  3 MCMS 6100 Principles of Drug Design 3   

 

MCMS 5600 Advanced Organic 
Chemistry 

3 MCMS 7000 Internship in Medicinal 
Chemistry 

3   
 

MCMS 6000 Advanced 
Instrumentation 

3 PHRM 5012 Advanced 
Pharmacokinetics and 
Biopharmaceutics 

3   
 

Total Fall Credits 9 Total Winter Credits 9 Total Summer Credits 0 
  

 
  

 
Year One Total 18 

YEAR TWO 
 

  
 

  
 

Fall Credits Winter Credits Summer Credits 
MCMS 7000 Internship in Medicinal 
Chemistry 

3 MCMS 7100 Capstone in Medicinal 
Chemistry 

3   
 

PHRM 5004 Advanced Physical 
Pharmacy 

3 PHRM 5701 Graduate Seminar 1   
 

PHRM 5701 Graduate Seminar 1 Graduate Elective 3   
 

Graduate Elective 3   
 

  
 

Total Fall Credits 10 Total Winter Credits 7 Total Summer Credits 0 
        Year Two Total 17 
        Total 35 
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M.A. in Composition, Rhetoric, and Digital Media  
SAMPLE CURRICULUM | 2026-2027 CATALOG 

YEAR ONE          
Fall Credits Winter Credits Summer Credits 
WRIT 5010 Research Methods 3 WRIT 5120 Theories of Composition 3 Elective 3 
WRIT 5340 Studies in 
Multimodality and Digital 
Media 

3 WRIT 5650 Rhetorical Criticism 3 Elective 3 

Total Fall Credits 6 Total Winter Credits 6 Total Summer Credits 6 
      Year One Total 18 
YEAR TWO        
Fall Credits Winter Credits Summer Credits 
Elective 3 Elective 3 WRIT 5995 or 6000 as needed*  
WRIT 5950 or WRIT 6000 or 
elective 

3 WRIT 5950 or WRIT 6000 or elective 3 
   

Total Fall Credits 6 Total Winter Credits 6 Total Summer Credits 0 
        Year Two Total 12 
        Total 30 

Exam students take the degree completion exam.  

*WRIT 5995 or 6000 as needed until Portfolio or Thesis is successfully defended, or the exam is passed. 
  



Halmos College of Arts and Sciences and the Guy Harvey Oceanographic Research Center 
Graduate Catalog 2026-2027 

Page 45 of 54 

M.A. + Ph.D. in Composition, Rhetoric, and Digital Media  
SAMPLE CURRICULUM | 2026-2027 CATALOG 

YEAR ONE           
Fall Credits Winter Credits Summer Credits 
WRIT 5100 Research Methods 3 WRIT 5340 Studies in Multimodality 

and Digital Media 
3 Elective 3 

WRIT 5340 Studies in Multimodality 
and Digital Media 

3 WRIT 5650 Rhetorical Criticism 3 Elective 3 

Total Fall Credits 6 Total Winter Credits 6 Total Summer Credits 6 
      Year One Total 18 
YEAR TWO        
Fall Credits Winter Credits Summer Credits 
WRIT 6100 Contemporary Issues 3 WRIT 6100 Contemporary Issues 3 WRIT 7000 Doctoral Dissertation 4 
Elective 4 Elective 3 Elective 3 
Total Fall Credits 7 Total Winter Credits 6 Total Summer Credits 7 
      Year Two Total 19 
      Running Total 37 
YEAR THREE        
Fall Credits Winter Credits Summer Credits 
WRIT 7000 Doctoral Dissertation 4 WRIT 7000 Doctoral Dissertation 4 WRIT 7000 Doctoral Dissertation 6 
WRIT 6100 Contemporary Issues  3 Elective 3    
  Comprehensive Exam Completed    
Total Fall Credits 6 Total Winter Credits 7 Total Summer Credits 6 
      Year Three Total 20 
      Running Total 57 
YEAR FOUR 
Fall Credits Winter Credits Summer Credits 
WRIT 7000 Doctoral Dissertation 6 WRIT 7000 Doctoral Dissertation 6 WRIT 7000 as needed until the 

Dissertation is successfully 
defended and submitted to 
NSUWorks. 

 

   

Dissertation Defense competed 

  
Total Fall Credits 6 Total Winter Credits 6 Total Summer Credits 0 
        Year Four Total 12 
        Total 69 
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Ph.D. in Composition, Rhetoric, and Digital Media 
SAMPLE CURRICULUM | 2025-2026 CATALOG 

YEAR ONE           
Fall Credits Winter Credits Summer Credits 
WRIT 5340 Studies in Multimodality 3 WRIT 5102 Theories of Composition  3 Elective 3 
Elective 3 WRIT 5650 Rhetorical Criticism 3 Elective 3 
Total Fall Credits 6 Total Winter Credits 6 Total Summer Credits 6 
      Year One Total 18 
YEAR TWO        
Fall Credits Winter Credits Summer Credits 
WRIT 6100 Contemporary Issues 3 WRIT 6100 Contemporary Issues 3 WRIT 6900 Doctoral Research 4 
WRIT 6900 Doctoral Research 4 WRIT 6900 Doctoral Research 4   
Total Fall Credits 7 Total Winter Credits 7 Total Summer Credits 4 
      Year Two Total 18 
      Running Total 36 
YEAR THREE        
Fall Credits Winter Credits Summer Credits 
WRIT 6100 Contemporary Issues 3 WRIT 7000 Doctoral Dissertation 6 WRIT 7000 Doctoral Dissertation 6 
WRIT 7000 Doctoral Dissertation 6      
Total Fall Credits 9 Total Winter Credits 6 Total Summer Credits 6 
      Year Three Total 21 
      Total 57 
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Ph.D. in Conflict Analysis and Resolution 
SAMPLE CURRICULUM | 2026-2027 CATALOG 

YEAR ONE           
Fall Credits Winter Credits Summer Credits 
CARD 5000 Foundations 3 CARD 5200 Research Design and 

Program Development 
3 CARD 66__ Elective 3 

CARD 5040 Conflict Resolution 
Approaches and Skills  

3 CARD 6120 Conflict Culture and 
Peace 

3 
  

Total Fall Credits 6 Total Winter Credits 6 Total Summer Credits 3 
      Year One Total 15 
YEAR TWO        
Fall Credits Winter Credits Summer Credits 
CARD 6150 Professional Practice & 
Ethics 

3 CARD 6619 CR Intervenor Skills 3 CARD 66__ Elective 3 

CARD 7090 Quantitative Research 
Methods 

3 CARD 7110 Qualitative Research 
Methods 

3 
  

Total Fall Credits 6 Total Winter Credits 6 Total Summer Credits 3 
      Year Two Total 15 
      Running Total 30 
YEAR THREE        
Fall Credits Winter Credits Summer Credits 
CARD 7040 Philosophies and 
Paradigms of Social Science 

3 CARD 7020 Human Centered 
Systems Approach 

3 CARD 6130 Practicum 1: Supervised 
Field Experience or CARD 6625: 
Faculty Led Practicum 

3 

CARD 66__ Elective 3 CARD 66__ Elective 3    
Total Fall Credits 6 Total Winter Credits 6 Total Summer Credits 3 
      Year Three Total 15 
      Running Total 45 
YEAR FOUR        
Fall Credits Winter Credits Summer Credits 
CARD 7250 Public Policy 3 CARD 66__ Elective 3 CARD 7901 Integration 3 
CARD 66__ Elective 3 CARD 66__ Elective 3   
Total Fall Credits 6 Total Winter Credits 6 Total Summer Credits 3 
      Year Four Total 15 
      Running Total 60 
YEAR FIVE      
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Fall Credits Winter Credits Summer Credits 
CARD 7900: Dissertation 3 CARD 7900: Dissertation 3 CARD 7900: Dissertation 3 
Total Fall Credits 3 Total Winter Credits 3 Total Summer Credits 3 
    Year Five Total 9 
    Total 69 
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M.S. in National Security Affairs and International Relations  
SAMPLE CURRICULUM | 2026-2027 CATALOG 

YEAR ONE           
Fall Credits Winter Credits Summer Credits 
NSAM 5005 Research and 
Evaluation in National Security 
Affairs 

3 NSAM 5001 Current Issues in 
National Security 

3 NSAM 5003 National Intelligence 
Collection and Analysis 

3 

NSAM 5010 US Foreign Policy and 
National Security 

3 NSAM 5015 International 
Relations: Theory & Practice 

3 NSAM 5004 Border Protection and 
Military Issue 

3 

Total Fall Credits 6 Total Winter Credits 6 Total Summer Credits 6 
      Year One Total 18 
YEAR TWO        
Fall Credits Winter Credits Summer Credits 
NSAM 5014 Ethical Issues in 
National Security 

3 NSAM Elective 3 NSAM Elective 3 

NSAM Elective 3 NSAM Elective 3 NSAM Elective 3 
Total Fall Credits 6 Total Winter Credits 6 Total Summer Credits 6 
        Year Two Total 18 
        Total 36 
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Ph.D. in Marine Biology/Physical Oceanography  
SAMPLE CURRICULUM | 2026-2027 CATALOG 

YEAR ONE           
Fall Credits Winter Credits Summer Credits 
Transfer credits (up to 30) 30 OCGY 0799 Directed Study: PhD 6 OCGY 0799 Directed Study: PhD 6 
OCGY 0799 Directed Study: PhD 6       
Total Fall Credits 36 Total Winter Credits 6 Total Summer Credits 6 
      Year One Total 48 
YEAR TWO        
Fall Credits Winter Credits Summer Credits 
OCGY 8000 Dissertation: PhD 6 OCGY 8000 Dissertation: PhD 6 OCGY 8000 Dissertation: PhD 6 
Total Fall Credits 6 Total Winter Credits 6 Total Summer Credits 6 
      Year Two Total 18 
      Running Total 66 
YEAR THREE        
Fall Credits Winter Credits Summer Credits 
OCGY 8000 Dissertation: PhD 6 OCGY 8000 Dissertation: PhD 3    
Total Fall Credits 6 Total Winter Credits 3 Total Summer Credits 0 
        Year Three Total 9 
        Total 75 
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M.P.S. in Environmental Sciences  
SAMPLE CURRICULUM | 2026-2027 CATALOG 

YEAR ONE           
Fall Credits Winter Credits Summer Credits 
MSMS 5010 Biostatistics or  
MSMS 5020 Marine Ecosystems 

3 MSMS 5030 Marine Geology or 
MSMS 5040 Marine Chemistry 

3 MSMS 5060 Scientific 
Communication 

3 

Graduate Elective 3 Graduate Elective 3 Graduate Elective  3 
Total Fall Credits 6 Total Winter Credits 6 Total Summer Credits 6 
      Year One Total 18 
YEAR TWO        
Fall Credits Winter Credits Summer Credits 
MSMS 5020 Marine Ecosystems or 
MSMS 5010 Biostatistics 

3 MSMS 5040 Marine Chemistry or 
MSMS 5030 Marine Geology 

3 
   

Graduate Elective 3 Graduate Elective 3    
Total Fall Credits 6 Total Winter Credits 6 Total Summer Credits 0 
        Year Two Total 12 
        Total 30 
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M.S. in Marine Sciences  
SAMPLE CURRICULUM | 2026-2027 CATALOG 

YEAR ONE           
Fall Credits Winter Credits Summer Credits 
MSMS 5010 Biostatistics or 
Graduate Elective 

3 MSMS 5040 Marine Chemistry or 
Graduate Elective 

3 MSMS 5060 Scientific Communication or 
Graduate Elective 

3 

Graduate Elective 3 Graduate Elective 3 Graduate Elective  3 
Total Fall Credits 6 Total Winter Credits 6 Total Summer Credits 6 
      Year One Total 18 
YEAR TWO        
Fall Credits Winter Credits Summer Credits 
MSMS 5010 Biostatistics or 
Graduate Elective 

3 MSMS 5040 Marine Chemistry or 
Graduate Elective 

3 MSMS 5060 Scientific Communication or 
Graduate Elective 

3 

Graduate Elective 3 Thesis 3 Thesis 3 
Total Fall Credits 6 Total Winter Credits 6 Total Summer Credits 6 
        Year Two Total 18 
        Total 36 
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